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The master responses provided in Section II.2, Master Responses, MR-1 through MR-8,

address similar comments received from multiple commenters on the Draft

Supplemental EIR and, therefore, many individual responses to comments refer back to

the master responses. These Master Responses are:

• MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s Discretionary Action

• MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope

• MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR

• MR-4, Piecemealing

• MR-5, Diffuser Entrainment Mortality and Species Affected

• MR-6, Marine Protected Areas

• MR-7, Cumulative Impacts

• MR-8, Alternatives
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O8: CALIFORNIA COASTKEEPER ALLIANCE

O8-1 The commenter’s request to extend the public review and comment period

for the Supplemental EIR from a 45-day comment period to a 60-day com-

ment period was acknowledged and granted by the CSLC staff. The

original comment closure date of July 12, 2017, was extended to July 27,

2017, per a Notice of Availability/Notice of Public Review Time Extension

released by the CSLC on June 27, 2017.
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Comment Set O9: California Coastkeeper Alliance et al. Joint Letter 1
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O9: CA COASTKEEPER ALLIANCE Joint Letter 1

O9-1 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR

O9-2 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.

O9-3 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O9-4 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.

O9-5 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.

O9-6 See master response MR-3, Responsible vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental vs. Subsequent EIR, Subpart 4D.2, 2015 Desalination

Amendment and 2014 and 2015 ISTAP Reports, regarding compliance

with the Desalination Amendment. In particular, master response MR-3

identifies the Santa Ana RWQCB, in coordination with the SWRCB, as the

agency designated under the Desalination Amendment to determine, on a

project- and site-specific basis and in consultation with the SWRCB, the

best available site, design, technology and mitigation measures for the HB

Desalination Plant Project. As noted in Supplemental EIR Section 1.2.2,

Santa Ana RWQCB Permitting Status: (1) the RWQCB is currently

conducting the Water Code section 13142.5, subdivision (b) analysis in

accordance with the Desalination Amendment, the results of which could

result in a change to Poseidon’s site, design, technology, or mitigation

measures needed to conform to the Desalination Amendment; and (2) at

such time as the RWQCB completes its Water Code section 13142.5,

subdivision (b) determination, if the RWQCB identifies any changes, new

CEQA or CEQA functional equivalent analysis would need to be

conducted pursuant to such action. Such changes or alterations are within

the responsibility and jurisdiction of the Santa Ana RWQCB, not the

Commission (see also State CEQA Guidelines, § 15091, subd. (a)(2)).

As also stated in MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, Subpart B,

Relationship of Lease Modifications to Approved Lease and Minor

Additions/Changes to Lease (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15163, subd.

(a)(2)), (1) Poseidon is in compliance with its lease (PRC 1980.1); (2)

Poseidon has a vested right to use the Huntington Beach Generating

Station pipelines for seawater desalination until August 7, 2026; and (3)

without the proposed modifications, Poseidon would be unable to conduct

stand-alone desalination operations consistent with the 2015 Desalination

Amendment and its vested right to do so under PRC 1980.1.
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O9-7 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR regarding project need.

O9-8 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &
Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O9-9 See master response MR-3, Responsible vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental vs. Subsequent EIR, Subpart 4D.2, 2015 Desalination

Amendment and 2014 and 2015 ISTAP Reports, regarding compliance

with the Desalination Amendment.

O9-10 See master response MR-3, Responsible vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental vs. Subsequent EIR, Subpart 4D.2, 2015 Desalination

Amendment and 2014 and 2015 ISTAP Reports, regarding compliance

with the Desalination Amendment.

O9-11 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O9-12 See Response to Comment O9-6, regarding the authority of the Santa

Ana RWQCB, in coordination with the SWRCB and pursuant to the

Desalination Amendment, to determine, on a project- and site-specific

basis and in consultation with the SWRCB, the best available site, design,

technology and mitigation measures for the HB Desalination Plant Project.

As stated in master response MR-8, Alternatives, alternative facility

designs, including smaller facilities and alternative intake designs, such as

subsurface intakes were considered in the 2010 FSEIR. See

Supplemental EIR Section 5.3.3, Table 5-2, Intake/Discharge Alternatives

Eliminated in 2010 FSEIR.

O9-13 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.

O9-14 See master response MR-6, Marine Protected Areas.

O9-15 The commenter’s assertion that the Project must not be authorized to

proceed if it cannot be brought into compliance will be provided to the

Commission for consideration in its decision-making process. The Project

that will be considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease

Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR.

(See also master responses MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s

Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O10: CA COASTKEEPER ALLIANCE ET AL.

Joint Letter 2

O10-1 See master responses MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR, and MR-4, Piecemealing.

O10-2 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O10-3 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O10-4 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O10-5 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O10-6 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-7 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O10-8 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O10-9 See master response MR-5, Diffuser Entrainment Mortality and Species

Affected, Subpart A, 23% vs. 100% Mortality. The Final Supplemental EIR

assumes 100 percent mortality of organisms entrained by the proposed

intake. See footnote 4 of Table 4.1-6, Impingement/Entrainment

Comparison, in the Final Supplemental EIR.

O10-10 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O10-11 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O10-12 See master responses MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR, and MR-4, Piecemealing).

O10-13 See master responses MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR, and MR-4, Piecemealing.

O10-14 See master response MR-4, Piecemealing.

O10-15 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O10-16 See master responses MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR, and MR-4, Piecemealing.
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O10-17 See master response MR-4, Piecemealing.

O10-18 See master responses MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR, and MR-4, Piecemealing.

O10-19 See master responses MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and

MR-4, Piecemealing.

O10-20 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-21 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-22 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-23 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR regarding consideration of changed

circumstances since certification of the 2010 FSEIR. See also master

response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-24 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-25 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-26 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-27 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-28 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-29 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-30 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O10-31 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, regarding

consideration of onshore components of the HB Desalination Plant.

O10-32 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, regarding

consideration of onshore components of the HB Desalination Plant.

O10-33 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-34 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-35 The comment describes wetlands that exist within or near the HB

Desalination Plant site, and suggests that dewatering during construction

of the HB Desalination Plant and other cumulative projects would impact

the wetlands. Supplemental EIR Section 1.2, Summary of Other Agency

Roles, describes the permitting responsibility of each agency involved.
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The responsibility of the California Coastal Commission is described in

Supplemental EIR Section 1.2.3, CCC Permitting Status. No feature

associated with the Lease Modification Project would influence the

hydrology of the wetlands. See master response MR-2, Lease

Modification Project Scope, regarding the scope of the proposed offshore

Lease Modification Project, which does not include the onshore

desalination plant components approved by the City of Huntington Beach

in 2010.

O10-36 The comment addresses the potential impact of noise during construction

of the Lease Modification Project, especially in conjunction with noise

caused by cumulative projects. The comment describes that species near

the HB Desalination Plant site may be sensitive to noise and suggests

additional documentation for the effects of cumulative noise on coastal

wetlands habitat and wildlife. Impacts associated with Noise are

addressed in two sections of the Supplemental EIR, Section 4.8, Noise

and Vibration, and Section 4.1, Ocean Water Quality/Marine Biological

Resources, in particular in Impact OWQ/MB-3, Impact to Special Status

Species Populations and Movement of Marine Mammal Species as a

Result of Underwater Noise during Construction.

Section 4.8.4, Environmental Impact Analysis and Mitigation, identifies

expected noise and vibration levels onshore that would be generated by

the short-term construction activities associated with the Lease

Modification Project occurring 1,500 to 1,650 offshore the OHWM, and

determines that such impacts would be less than significant. Impact NOI-3

shows that noise levels from offshore construction could reach 60 dB Leq

directly onshore at Huntington State Beach but would not exceed

applicable community noise standards (Table 4.8-4 identifies ambient

noise levels at Huntington State Beach as reported in the City of

Huntington Beach’s 2010 FSEIR). Noise levels would be further

attenuated by the time they reach the wetlands referenced by the

commenter, which are farther inland and at a greater distance from the

construction activities associated with the Lease Modification Project. As

noted in Impact NOI-3, implementation of mitigation adopted with the 2010

Project approvals would ensure that the construction noise impact at all

locations would be less than significant.

As discussed under Impact OWQ/MB-3, Impact to Special Status Species

Populations and Movement of Marine Mammal Species as a Result of

Underwater Noise during Construction, impacts to marine mammals
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associated with the use of impact pile drivers were determined to be

significant and unavoidable.

O10-37 The commenter questions the project lifetime analyzed and the analysis of

sea-level rise impacts. With respect to the scope of the Supplemental EIR,

please see master responses MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s

Discretionary Action, MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and MR-3,

Responsible Vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR,

including those sections addressing “changed circumstances.” In addition,

see master response MR-4, Piecemealing. See also Response to

Comment A6-2 regarding sea-level rise and Response to Comment O9-6

regarding slant wells (see also See master response MR-3, Responsible

vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental vs. Subsequent EIR, Subpart 4D.2,

2015 Desalination Amendment and 2014 and 2015 ISTAP Reports,

regarding compliance with the Desalination Amendment). Supplemental

EIR Section 5.3.3 describes the intake and discharge alternatives

eliminated in the 2010 FSEIR (See Table 5-2). This discussion includes

consideration of “beach well intake,” including slant wells. (See also

master response MR-8, Alternatives.)

O10-38 The comment states that the Supplemental EIR failed to analyze the

cumulative GHG and other air quality impacts of the HBEC

demolition/construction activities, the Magnolia Tank Farm, the Ascon

remediation system, and the OCWD water delivery system in combination

with the Lease Modification Project activities. Supplemental EIR Section

3.1 has been revised to clarify the scope of analysis in terms of both

geographic area and activity frequency and duration for the Lease

Modification Project. The environmental disciplines in Section 4.0 have

also been revised to clarify that the Lease Modification Project activities,

when analyzed with closely related projects in terms of geographic area

and time limits, do not provide a cumulatively considerable contribution.

The exception is for air quality impacts, where the 2010 FSEIR found that

short-term, construction-related impacts were significant and unmitigable,

both individually and cumulatively, and CSLC (as a responsible agency)

adopted Findings that are described in Sections 4.3.4 and 4.3.5.

Supplemental EIR Section 4.6.5 has also been revised to clarify that,

independent of APM-7, the Lease Modification Project construction and

operational GHG emissions do not create a cumulatively considerable

impact when analyzed with closely related projects in terms of geographic

area and time limits.
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The commenter also states that the Draft Supplemental EIR must be re-

written and re-circulated for public comment in order to inform the public

and decision-makers about GHG and air quality impacts from the project.

See Response to Comment O2-4 regarding recirculation and master

response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, regarding the scope of

the Lease Modification Project analyzed in this Supplemental EIR.

O10-39 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O10-40 See master response MR-3, Responsible vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental vs. Subsequent EIR, Subpart 4D.2, 2015 Desalination

Amendment and 2014 and 2015 ISTAP Reports, regarding compliance

with the Desalination Amendment.

O10-41 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O10-42 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O10-43 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.

O10-44 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR, regarding consideration of changed

circumstances since certification of the 2010 FSEIR.

O10-45 See Response to Comment AP1-10 regarding consideration of special-

status species.

O10-46 See master response MR-6, Marine Protected Areas.

O10-47 Consideration of Poseidon’s desalination facility in Carlsbad is not within

the scope of this Supplemental EIR. Impacts to ocean water quality are

addressed in Supplemental EIR Section 4.1 (Ocean Water Quality and

Marine Biological Resources). Additionally, water quality would be

regulated by Poseidon’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

Permit, which is being considered by the RWQCB. See also master

responses MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and MR-7,

Cumulative Impacts.

O10-48 The Draft Supplemental EIR concluded that impacts to special-status

marine organisms were cumulatively considerable. Although this is revised

in the Final Supplemental EIR to conclude that impacts to special-status

marine organisms would be less than cumulatively considerable with

implementation of mitigation, the Supplemental EIR does not use “ratio

theory” as described by the commenter to justify this conclusion. The
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commenter’s agreement with Dr. Raimondi’s statement regarding

quantifying cumulative impacts in Supplemental EIR Appendix F1 is

acknowledged. It is not required, nor would it be reasonably feasible, to

quantify cumulative impacts to marine organisms from all sources of

mortality. The Supplemental EIR (Section 4.1.5, Ocean Water Quality and

Marine Biological Resources, Cumulative Impacts) presents adequate

qualitative analysis and justification for the conclusion that impacts to

marine organisms would be less than cumulatively considerable with

implementation of mitigation.

The commenter requests further explanation regarding how the proposed

wedgewire screens and the estimated intake velocity would avoid

impingement. If an organism comes into contact with the wedgewire

screen, but is too large to fit through the screen slots, it is assumed that a

through-screen velocity (0.5 feet per second or less) would be sufficiently

slow as to allow the organism to move off the screen and avoid

impingement; as stated in the SWRCB’s Final Substitute Environmental

Document (SED; SWRCB 2015a): “A maximum intake velocity of 0.5 feet

per second (ft/s; 0.15 meters per second) has been shown to protect most

small fish (U.S. EPA 1973) and is an appropriate value to preclude most

impingement of fish large enough to be unable to pass through the

screen.”

See master response MR-8, Alternatives, regarding consideration of

subsurface intake alternatives.

The Supplemental EIR will be used, as appropriate, in the CSLC’s

evaluation of impacts to public trust resources. Supplemental EIR Section

8 (Other Commission Considerations) addresses topics of special interest

to the CSLC, beyond the required CEQA disciplines.

O10-49 See master response MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency &

Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

O10-50 The commenter’s submission of the 2013 Huntington Beach Desalination

Plant California Coastal Commission Staff Report will be provided to the

Commission for consideration in its decision-making process. The Project

that will be considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease

Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR.

(See also master responses MR-1, Scope of the Commission’s

Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)

O10-51 See master response MR-8, Alternatives.
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O10-52 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

O10-53 The commenter’s submission of the 2012 NPDES permit renewal will be

provided to the Commission for consideration in its decision-making

process. The Project that will be considered by the Commission is the

proposed Lease Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this

Supplemental EIR. (See also master responses MR-1, Scope of the

Commission’s Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project

Scope.)

O10-54 Attachment E presents two letters addressed to the California Coastal

Commission (CCC). With respect to the February 1, 2017 letter from the

Fish and Game Commission and the September 9, 2016 letter from Dr.

Robert Warner, see master response MR-6, Marine Protected Areas.

O10-55 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.

O10-56 Attachment G to Comment Set O10 presents a September 23, 2016 report

prepared by HydroFocus, Inc., entitled “Huntington Beach Desalination

Facility Groundwater Model Evaluation.” The purpose of the report was to

provide a critical review of the Applicant’s groundwater flow model results

(prepared by Geosyntec Consultants). The HydroFocus report defines

several additional steps that could be taken to improve the groundwater

model to more effectively simulate potential impacts of slant wells on the

Talbert Aquifer, and its freshwater/seawater interface. Please see

Response to Comment O10-37 regarding the assessment of alternatives

in the Supplemental EIR. The slant well information will also be considered

by the RWQCB in its assessment of Poseidon’s compliance with the

Desalination Amendment, which requires consideration of subsurface

seawater intake before open water intakes are approved. See master

response MR-3, Responsible vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental vs.

Subsequent EIR, Subpart 4D.2, 2015 Desalination Amendment and 2014

and 2015 ISTAP Reports, regarding compliance with the Desalination

Amendment.

O10-57 The commenter’s submission of Poseidon’s Application Cover Letter to

SLC will be provided to the Commission for consideration in its decision-

making process.


